8o             THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

ourselves were to go to another station. We
were out in camp when it arrived, and I
never shall forget the hopeless silence that
fell upon us both at the news. We had
counted upon being safely installed at Manipur
for three years at the least, but, alas! a
number of senior men were coming out
from furlough, and had to be provided
with districts before the juniors. We had
taken so much pride in the place during
our ten months' residence there that we
were very loath to go. We talked it
over, trying to find some way of getting
out of leaving, but came to the conclusion
there was none. That was in December,
but we did not really leave until February,
as the officer who was to relieve us had
to come a long distance from the other side
of the Assam Valley, and he took as long'
as he possibly could in coming, being
as loath to take the place as we were to
give it up. Sadly we walked round our
gardens, noted the rose-trees only lately